PRESS RELEASE
International Vocational Education and Training Conference 2004 in Vienna 

(25th – 27th August 2004)

IVETA – the International Vocational Education and Training Association (www.iveat.org) a global association of more than 500 Technical Education and Vocational Training Specialists, along with the 16 Austrian Cooperation Partners, invites you to the 14th International Technical and Vocational Education and Training Conference in Vienna, Austria.  
Dr. Erhard Busek – Special Coordinator for the Stability Pact for south-east Europe - has the patronage of the Conference.

The Conference, being held from August 25th – 27th, 2004, brings together Vocational Education and Training Experts from over 30 countries.  The Conference provides a platform for all involved to exchange experiences and successfully proven concepts, as well as a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas.
Participating countries include:  South Africa, China, Russia, the United States of America, Spain, Albania, India, Egypt and Botswana.  There is also a delegation from the Education Ministry of Iran.

In accordance with the Conference Title: Vocational Education and Training - International Development Catalyst – there have been more than 80 presentations submitted so far.  The International Keynote Speakers include:  the Incoming Director of the European Training Foundation, Dr. Muriel Dunbar, Turin, Italy; the Counselor to the Egyptian Minister of Education, Eng. Ali Ahmed Sayed;  and the Representative from the World Bank,  Dr. David Fretwell, Washington, USA.  The Austrian Keynote Speakers include:  Dr. Christian Dorninger, (Department of Information Technologies in Austrian Schools, Federal Ministry of Education); Dipl. Ing. Dr. h.c. Josef Riegler (ex - Vice Chancellor of Austria and President of the Ecosocial Forum of Europe); and Univ. Prof. Dr. Peter Kampits (Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy of the Education - University of Vienna).
The Conference offers an excellent opportunity for establishing and expanding contacts and networks.  The Target Groups range from: Representatives and decision makers from national and international TVET bodies; experts and instructors from private and public training providers; and Representatives from national and international financing organisations.

The four main Conference Themes which are the focus for all discussions are:

1. Vocational Education and Training - a contribution towards poverty reduction?

2. Challenges for VET in a greater Europe

3. Lifelong Learning and the Knowledge Economy - Implications for VET

4. Career Development - the linkages with Vocational Education and Training

Further information regarding the Conference, the Conference Programme and registration can be found at the Conference website:  www.ivetavienna2004.info
Conference Registration is open until 20 August 2004.  For a single-day Conference participation, the registration fee is 90,--Euro.  For the whole Conference, including Excursion, Dinner at Schloss Miller-Aichholz and the Welcome Reception hosted by the Mayor of Vienna, is 395,--Euro.
